LEAD A READING SERVICE PROJECT

HOLD A BOOK DRIVE TO CREATE A LIBRARY AT A HOMELESS SHELTER
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FIND OUT WHAT BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS
YOUR LOCAL HOMELESS SHELTER NEEDS
 Identify your local homeless shelter
and call to find out what kinds
of books and publications (like
magazines, books on tape, etc.)
they need, based on the ages
of kids they serve, the types of
books they already have, and
topics of interest to their kids.

PROMOTE YOUR BOOK DRIVE

BOOKS!

 Who will you ask to give books
and how you will advertise your
book drive to them (by posting
flyers, reaching out to a summer
program, talking with your
neighbors)?
 Consider holding a special event
(like a musical event or a bake
sale). The cost of admission can
be a donated book (or two, or
ten).

 Find a description of the
homeless shelter and its
services to help you encourage
people to get involved.

 Suggest that people clean out
their book collections at home
or at school.

RECRUIT PEOPLE TO HELP YOU
WATCH THE BOOK DONATIONS COME IN!

 Find some friends that also like to read and ask
them to help you run your book drive.

 When people drop off books, tell
them more about the homeless
shelter and why the issue of
literacy is important to you.

 Decide how and where you will collect the
books. Will your collection point at be your
house? Your library? Your school? Will you hold
the drive during a certain period of time or at
just one event?
 Ask a local business (like a bookstore) to match
your donations!

 Some people might be willing to
make a cash donation as well as
donate books.

DONATE AND SAY THANK YOU
 Deliver your books to the
homeless shelter.
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 Consider volunteering at
the shelter as well. Maybe
you could help set up the
library, and/or read to
children.
 Don’t forget to thank all the
people who helped you!

EXAMPLES OF DISNEY SUMMER OF SERVICE GRANTEES
USING THEIR LOVE FOR READING TO IMPROVE THEIR COMMUNITIES

Danika worked
with the non-profit
Books 4 Kids, which
brings authors and
books with a positive
character message
to elementary
students. Danika
brought the program
to all second grade
students in her
school district,
listened to stories,
and discussed the
lessons they learned
from it, like how a person’s actions (either
positive or negative) impact others.

Jazlyn and
her brothers
started The
Book Exchange.
Concerned about
the high dropout
rate in her state,
Jazlyn filled an old
newspaper stand
with books and
started sharing
them with her
neighbors. She
hosted reading
parties and made books come alive by putting
on plays about the books. Jazlyn learned to help
people thrive by fostering a love for reading in
them.

Sophia led Around the World Book Club at her
local library. She chose books about kids who
live in difficult situations around the world to
help students understand what it is like to live
in war-torn countries, to be homeless, or not to
be able to afford clothing. Many of the kids who
participated are immigrants and want to make
new friends. Reading about other kids who
have to be strong helped them face their own
unique challenges.

Jazlyn and her brothers at one of their local libraries

Need more ideas and inspiration?
Visit YSA.org/BeInspired for more resources.

